with flaming indignation, respectable and resulted in a rapprochement
with the Germans who were now equally opposed to Rome. Luther
was, indeed, strongly influenced by Hus's teachings and, on the
other hand, found many supporters in Bohemia. In the advent of
Luther the Czechs saw their final rehabilitation and a compensation
for the injury they had suffered from the Germans. There remained
dogmatic differences between the Old Hussites and the Lutherans
which are without great interest now, but in 1575 both sects adopted
a united "Bohemian Confession," modelled on the 4h Augsburg
Confession " of the German Lutherans. In 1609 Emperor Rudolf II
granted tolerance and full recognition to the new faith.

A new period of flourishing prosperity seemed to dawn for a Bohemia
in which religious toleration had been achieved and national antagonism
had receded. But reaction was on the march, and after only eleven
years the catastrophe came.

The Habsburg dynasty which, until 1620, were elected kings of
Bohemia with the consent of the Czech Estates, was German by
origin, but more strongly wedded to Italo-Spanish culture and its
powerful expression, political Catholicism. The Counter-Reformation
found ardent supporters in this dynasty. In Bohemia, as in other
Habsburg dominions, the Jesuits developed their well-known activities,
and in 1618 there began the great Thirty Years" War which aimed
at exterminating the new heresy in all Europe. Two years later, the
Czechs were crushingly and decisively defeated in the battle of Bila
Hora (the White Mountain). The flower of the Czech nobility was
slain, and German domination was established for three hundred
years. From now on the German remained the conqueror who forcibly
imposed his language and his culture. The victory of Roman-Spanish
Catholicism over Czech-German Protestantism became at the same
time a victory of the German language over the Czech tongue. The
German language became the almost exclusive language for all official
purposes. The estates of the Czech aristocrats were confiscated and
handed over to a new nobility which was either German or Germanised,
Spanish and Italian.

In the towns and the countryside the Slav population had been
decimated. A new wave of German immigrants now flooded the
country, and several regions that had hitherto been Czech were
Germanised. Czech literature step by step ceased to exist: the Czech
language was spoken only by oppressed serfs.

Yet a people's language possesses a tremendous power of resistance.
Its roots are in the soil, and these roots, if deprived of free growth,
remain embodied in the. ground, dormant but not dead, until a storm
cuts away the hostile forest, and a new spring allows them to flower
again. Thus the Czech language resisted even the planned and
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